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Fight International Terrorism with Civilized Means and Methods  

 
 

The devastating terrorist attacks in the USA constitute a challenge to defend the fundamental values of all 
civilizations � against international terrorism, but also against a self-destructive overreaction.  

The attacks in New York, Washington and Pennsyl-
vania have to be condemned as a crime against 
humanity. With their thousands of casualties, their furious 
cruelty and their methodical perfidy, they constitute a new 
dimension of international terrorism. They show the global 
vulnerability in the high-tech-world. Beside their victims, 
they hit a lot of targets: the symbols and power-centres of 
the USA and globalized capitalism, the industrial countries' 
safety and the peaceful coexistence of cultures in New York 
and the whole world. The victims came from more than 60 
nations, they were Christians, Muslims, members of other 
religions and people with no religious affiliations. 

We mourn for the victims of the attacks. Our sympathy 
goes to the injured and the relatives of the victims. We have 
understanding for the rage and anger. But our grief is not a 
cry for war. 

In the face of this new dimension of international 
terrorism, we urge for fighting it effectively and con-
sequentially. A situation in which thousands of people can 
be killed by terror at any time is incompatible with the fun-
damental principles of every civilization and the further 
development of human rights, democracy and freedom. In 
this new situation, a change of views is necessary. There 
can be no offsetting of casualties, no categorizing of victims 
under old concepts of an enemy, no discrimination between 
human lives and no acceptance of the "logic" of terror � 
either in its assessment or in counter-reactions. Nullifying 
the power of terror means not to align with it, � either in 

talking about it or in fighting it. We have to defend the fun-
damental principles of civilization without damaging them 
any further.   

But in the face of the atrocious threat, in many 
ways a balanced view and response, which are all 
too necessary, get lost. The different participants, their 
goals and interests as well as the causes of escalation must 
be taken into account, without throwing suspicion on it as 
excusing or relativising the crime that occurred. In the inter-
ests of de-escalation and peaceful coexistence, reciprocal 
perceptions of the different cultural groups and religions 
deserve attention, even if they include clear criticisms and 
the necessity to correct the mistakes of the past. Global 
injustices and political humiliations are not justifications, but 
in fact the breeding-ground of a deep discontent, on which 
terrorist fanatics thrive. 

Currently we run the risk of heading for a state of 
affairs, where the boundary between war and peace is per-
manently blurred. The disconcerting certainty that there can 
be no complete protection against terrorist attacks, should 
not obscure the question, as to which steps would improve 
security � and which would reduce it. A general strategy is 
necessary, having short- and longterm measures against 
international terrorism, that won't fall into the trap of esca-
lation and destabilization. Instead, by remaining calm and 
prudent, we should draw on the existing strengths of civili-
zation's basic tenets and guiding principles, whilst defending 
these principles against attack. 

That is why the reaction to the terrorist attacks, both in its general strategy and in its individual steps, must 
adhere to following civilized principles:  

!  For good reasons, international law tolerates 
no revenge, retaliation or actions of punishment. 
Violence is only legitimate as self-defense or assistance in 
an emergency. All measures have to be proportionate and 
appropriate with the least possible side-effects, and in addi-
tion must not exacerbate the problems they aime to avoid. 
A mixing of self-defense and retaliatory acts would cause 
avoidable counter-reactions. 

• Preconditions for all measures are credible evidence of 
guilt, aiding and abetting or concrete endangering by the 
accused. The possibility of error about the originator must 
be ruled out. All governments that are participating in the 
coalition fighting terror have the right to receive the evi-
dence. The necessary international co-operation requires 
acknowledgement of the evidence through the coalition 
members and the UN Security Council. The terrorists' fol-
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lowers and supporters should not have the luxury of the 
excuse that no evidence was provided that their leaders 
perpetrated a crime causing the deaths of innocent peo-
ple and, therefore, offended a basic tenet of Islam as well 
as the Christian tradition.  

• The differences between guilt, aiding and abetting and 
concrete endangering should be taken into consideration. 
Instead of bringing perpetrators and accomplices 
together by the threat of equal treatment, previous 
accomplices should be encouraged (by pressure or with a 

"stick and a carrot") to stop their support. It has to be 
about setting up a coalition against terrorism, without 
giving rise to a coalition of terrorists, accomplices and 
"rogue states" as a counter-part.  

• All measures have to aim directly at the originators of the 
attacks of the 11th September and further possible 
attacks and equally well-aimed support for the civilian 
population and all conceivable allied partners. Whoever 
wants a life without terror should consider himself or her-
self invited to join an equal partnership. 

"  Political and economic measures to support 
the civilian population and allied partners in the 
region must have absolute priority. These measures 
have to provide a way out from the hopelessness of poverty, 
shortage of education and violent conflicts and ways of 
neutralizing of the terrorism's breeding-ground, namely its 
recruiting and mobilizing potential. Conflict prevention and 
international co-operation in the One World are the most 
effective weapons against globalized terrorism. These 
weapons include alleviating poverty, improving health care, 
education, fair trade-conditions as well as reduction and 
prevention of international indebtedness. This strategy has 
to be initiated immediately with a strong signal. According 
to the World Bank, the economic consequences of the 
pres??ent and worsening situation already threaten to 
plunge ten million people into poverty, in addition more than 
five million Afghans and many refugees have to be saved 
from a starvation catastrophe. 
• With regard to these constructive measures, non-gov-

ernmental organizations should also be involved in the 
international coalition for a civilized struggle against ter-

rorism. They are allied partners for a coalition that works 
from the bottom up to help achieve the interests of the 
many people whose misery is just abused by demagogic 
fanatics, but not eliminated at all.  

• Also, great significance has to be given to an 
international interreligious and intercultural dialogue. Up 
to now, reciprocal knowledge and understanding is 
missing to a large extent. By means of an intensive 
interreligious dialogue, it is possible to stop the 
propagandists of a vulgarized Islam in their demagogic 
business. In western countries, discrimination against 
Muslims and Arabs must be fought. 

• Within the framework of this international anti-terror coa-
lition, the peace process in the Middle East is a central 
political project. It is only possible to reduce the conflicts 
simultaneously with serious and fast negotiations on the 
basis of the Mitchell Plan. In these negotiations, attempts 
must be made to integrate directly or indirectly all Pales-
tinian organizations, which would otherwise possibly 
make their mark by trying to torpedo such efforts. 

#  For actions to be appropriate, political instru-
ments must also have priority in the measures 
against the originators of the terrorist attacks or 
possibly their accomplices. In every respect international 
terrorism must be ostracized worldwide. For an internation-
ally accepted treatment of apprehended perpetrators the 
International Criminal Court must be set up quickly. Espe-
cially with regard to states, possible further suitable meas-
ures can include ultimatums, consistent blockades � also 
enforced by military means �, boycotts and sanctions. 
• The financing of international terrorism must be halted. 

This concerns money laundering, uncontrolled offshore 
bank areas and "underground banking". Worldwide regu-

lations must be introduced that facilitate the tracking of 
terrorists financing.  

• The arming of international terrorism must be stopped. 
This concerns the whole international arms trade includ-
ing the black market. In a world under the threat of inter-
national terrorism, arms cannot be put on the market, 
rather the arms trade and, with that, the arming of terror 
organizations and civil war militias must be eliminated. 

• In addition to international co-operation and preventive 
measures to eliminate the reasons for conflicts, world-
wide co-ordinated investigations against the terror net-
works and their financial sources are the most effective 
weapons against international terrorism. Improved safety 
standards in selected areas, international co-operation 
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and better technical equipment for the investigational 
authorities as well as well-aimed searches hit interna-
tional terror networks at vulnerable points. The failure of 
the secret services and their practice of supporting tem-
porarily apparently useful militias and terror organizations 
are to be examined in great detail in order to devise 
careful targeting and effective measures to fight those 
organizations. One of the main tasks is not military but 

the well-aimed tracking down and combating of globally 
distributed terror networks. Even for measures by order 
of the police or the secret service, the principles of accu-
rate targeting and appropriateness are valid. As regards 
domestic safety, the standards of civilization and legality, 
which are to be defended, should not be thrown over-
board. A symbolic policy of strong words and tightening 
the law does not help anyway, but gives in to terror.  

$  Military offensive measures only have a place 
in a strategy, that serves the above considerations, 
when they have their own area of application inside 
the context of the priority measures, � when they do 
not interfere with the other methods, � and when 
they do not lead to avoidable creation of new vic-
tims. On the one hand it is possible that these measures 
could be reasonable to avoid further attacks. On the other 
hand they can even provoke further attacks, destabilize an 
area and cost many lives. In questions of life and death, 
both risks have to be weighed under conditions of incom-
plete knowledge about the consequences. However, one 
appraisal of this difficult question unites us: Every military 
action that endangers civilians ("collateral damage"), that 
drops bombs or missiles in cities or inhabited areas, that 
leads to the deployment of ground forces beyond small spe-
cial units, that drives masses of refugees to misery and 

death from starvation, � every war, surrogate war and civil 
war � is, in the framework of a general strategy, unsuitable 
and even counter-productive, � which costs many human 
lives and therefore sews further hatred, leads to wanton 
escalation and possibly stimulates further terror instead of 
suppressing it. Then the fight against terrorism and the 
defense of fundamental principles of civilization would result 
in the opposite effects. This is valid, too, for every delivery 
of arms and military support that lead, for instance, to a 
bloodbath involving Taliban and Afghanistan's Northern Alli-
ance. It is now all the more important to reject the use of 
ABC weapons, which so far have not been expressly elimi-
nated as an option. In military strikes that have already 
taken place, we appeal urgently to follow these principles 
and avoid every further escalation because of its unforesee-
able consequences. 

All in all this is about resolutely fighting interna-
tional terrorism and not unintentionally strengthen-
ing it. Terrorism is to be fought most effectively without 
escalation. The German Federal Government should try to 
win over the USA and their other coalition partners in the 
framework of the United Nations and the NATO, also work-
ing bi-laterally for a strategy to fight terror whilst maintain-
ing the above mentioned principles of civilization. The Upper 
House of the German Federal Parliament (Bundestag) and 
the Federal Government should show a high commitment to 
the political and economic measures to fight terrorism and 
make every participation in military strikes with logistics, 
financial resources or troops dependent on the adherence to 
the named principles. Loyalty to the alliance and historical 

responsibility cannot mean to support a way of proceeding 
that damages all participants. For our assessment of military 
strikes, the question of the German Federal Armed Forces 
(Bundeswehr) participation is not in the foreground, 
because the named criteria are valid for every decision 
about a military strike as a reaction to the 11th of Septem-
ber, since every human life counts equally � whether in New 
York, Germany or Afghanistan. 

We put our trust in the common civilization of our 
world, to which there is no alternative. The worldwide 
mourning for the victims of the terrorist attacks that was 
demonstrated by all cultural groups has laid the foundation 
of peaceful coexistence, upon which world leaders now 
should build.     % 

 
�  Signatories see next page  � 
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Bigi Alt, PR manager  
Dr. Franz Alt, writer and journalist   
Prof. Dr. Elmar Altvater, political scientist  
Prof. Dr. Friedrich-Wilhelm Bargheer, theologian  
Dr. Nasrin Bassiri, journalist and writer  
Eberhard Bauer, managing director of "Stiftung Nord-Süd-

Brüc??ken" (Foundation North-South Bridges)   
Margarete Bause and Jerzy Montag, chairmans of the 

Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen) Bavaria  
Almuth Berger, Commissioner for Immigrants (Ausländer-

beauftragte) of the State of Brandenburg   
Christfried Berger, priest ret., speaker of "Verband fremd-

sprachiger Kirchen und Missionen in Berlin und Brandenburg 
e. V." (Association of foreign language churches and mis-
sions in Berlin und Brandenburg)    

Rudolf Borchert, Member of State Parliament (Landtag) and 
member of the board of the Social Democratic Party (SPD) 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern  

Prof. Dr. Klaus Brake, urban and regional planner  
Andreas Braun and Renate Thon, chairmans, the board, 

Irmgard Zecher, senior president, and Boris Palmer, 
Member of State Parliament (Landtag), the Greens (Bündnis 
90/Die Grünen) Baden-Württemberg 

Dr. André Brie, Member of the European Parliament (Euro-
pean United Left/Nordic Green Left)  

Mathias Brodkorb, member of the board of the Social Demo-
cratic Party (SPD) Mecklenburg-Vorpommern  

Prof. Dr. Michael Brumlik, educational scientist   
Dr. Roland Claus, Member of Federal Parliament (Bundes-

tag), parliamentary chairman Party for Democratic Socialism  
Prof. emer. Dr. Ludwig Danzer, mathematician  
Prof. Dr. Hans-Peter Dürr, physicist  
Marco Eilers, member of the board of the Greens (Bündnis 

90/Die Grünen) Thuringia  
Dr. Heino Falcke, prior ret. of the established church, Erfurt  
Annegret Falter, managing director of "Vereinigung Deut-

scher Wissenschaftler" (Association of German scientists)   
Günter Gaus, state secretary ret., political writer  
Kai Gehring, chairman of the Green Youth (Grüne Jugend) 

Nordrhein-Westfalen   
Dr. Karl-Heinz Gerstenberg, chairman of the Greens (Bünd-

nis 90/Die Grünen) Saxony  
Dr. Gregor Gysi, Member of Federal Parliament (Bundestag), 

Party for Democratic Socialism (PDS) 
Britta Haßelmann, chairman of the Greens (Bündnis 90/ Die 

Grünen) Nordrhein-Westfalen 
Prof. Dr. Dietmar Heidrich, chemist  
Ralf Henze, speaker of "BasisGrün e. V." (grass-root greens)  
Till Heyer-Stuffer and Regina Michalik, chairmans, and 

Lisa Paus, Member of State Parliament (Abgeordneten-
haus), the Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen) Berlin   

Dr. Arendt Hindriksen, publisher   
Ulrike Höfken, Member of Federal Parliament (Bundestag), 

the Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen)  
Helmut Holter, Minister for Labour and Construction, State of 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern  
Prof. Dr. Walter Jens, university professor and writer  
Ulrich Kasparick, Member of Federal Parliament (Bundestag), 

Social Democratic Party (SPD)  
Renée Krebs, chairman of the Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grü-

nen) Niedersachsen   
Dorothea Kromphart, actress  
Hinrich Kuessner, President of the State Parliament (Land-

tag) Mecklenburg-Vorpommern  
Andreas Kuhnert, Member of  State Parliament (Landtag) 

Brandenburg, Social Democratic Party (SPD) 
Katrin Kusche, managing director, and the federal board of 

"Grüne Liga e. V." (Green League)  

Jutta Lampe, actress  
Steffi Lemke, Member of Federal Parliament (Bundestag), the 

Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen)  
Dr. Maren Lorenz, historian  
Dr. Christine Lucyga, Member of Federal Parliament (Bun-

destag), Social Democratic Party (SPD)  
Prof. Dr. Ronald Lutz, sociologist and ethnologist  
Dr. Helmuth Markov, Member of European Parliament (Euro-

pean United Left/Nordic Green Left)  
Dr. Jürgen Micksch, chairman of "Interkultureller Rat in 

Deutschland" (Intercultural Council in Germany), chairman 
of "Pro Asyl" (For Asylum)  

Ruth Misselwitz, chairman, and Dr. Christian Staffa, man-
aging director, and the board of "Aktion Sühnezeichen Frie-
densdienste" (Action Reconciliation Service for Peace)  

Klaus Möhle and Silvia Schön, chairman, the board and Dr. 
Matthias Güldner, parliamentary vice-chairman of the 
Greens (Bündnis 90/Grüne) Bremen  

Margret Mönig-Raane, vice-chairman of "ver.di � Vereinte 
Dienstleistungsgewerkschaft" (United Services Trade Union)   

Winfried Nachtwei, Member of Federal Parliament (Bundes-
tag), the Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen)  

Dr. Götz Neuneck, physicist  
Thomas Nitz, Member of State Parliament (Landtag) Meck-

lenburg-Vorpommern, Christian Democratic Party (CDU)  
Monika Obieray and Björn Pistol, chairmans of the Greens 

(Bündnis 90/Die Grünen) Schleswig-Holstein  
Petra Pau, Member of Federal Parliament (Bundestag) and 

chairman of Party for Democratic Socialism (PDS) Berlin  
Dieter Reinhardt, speaker of the federal working group for 

peace policy of the Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen)  
Tabea Rößner, chairman of the Greens (Bündnis 90/ Die 

Grünen) Rheinland-Pfalz  
Jürgen Roth, journalist and writer  
Dr. Walter Romberg, Minister ret. (Social Democratic Party)  
Prof. Dr. Gernot Rotter, islam scientist  
Ute Scheub, journalist, founder of the women's peace net-

work "Scheherazade"  
Klaus Schier, Member of State Parliament (Landtag) Mecklen-

burg-Vorpommern, Social Democratic Party (SPD) 
Elisabeth Schroedter, Member of the European Parliament, 

the Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen)  
Nadir Sevis, chairman of "Verband für Interkulturelle Arbeit 

(VIA)" (Association for Intercultural Work)   
Dr. Albert Statz, speaker of the federal working group for 

European policy of the Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen)  
Christian Sterzing, Member of Federal Parliament (Bundes-

tag), the Greens (Bündnis 90/ Die Grünen)  
Petra Streit, member of the board of the Heinrich Boell Foun-

dation  
Jürgen Suhr, chairman, and Ulrike Seemann-Katz, man-

aging director and member of the board of the Greens 
(Bündnis 90/Grüne) Mecklenburg-Vorpommern  

Suzanna, singer  
Carsten Troyke, singer   
Dr. Wolfgang Ullmann, Member of the European Parliament 

ret.  
Roland Vogt, chairman of the Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grü-

nen) Brandenburg   
Dr. Antje Vollmer, Member of Federal Parliament (Bundes-

tag), the Greens (Bündnis 90/Die Grünen)  
Martin Walser, writer  
Christa Wolf, writer  
Dr. Frieder Otto Wolf, university lecturer, Member of the 

European Parliament ret.  
Christian Wolff, priest at the Thomas-Church Leipzig  
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